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National Merit Scholarship 
Gavyn Miller and Anke Nelsestuen achieved Finalist standing 

in the National Merit Scholarship Program.  To be considered 

for a National Merit Scholarship, Semi-finalists must fulfill re-

quirements by submitting a detailed scholarship application 

which includes essays and information about extracurricular 

achievements, awards, 

and leadership 

positions, in addition 

to an endorsement by 

the principal and a 

letter of 

recommendation from 

a teacher. All Finalists will be 

considered for National Merit 

Scholarships and final selection 

will be announced in March. 

Gavyn celebrated via a Webex 

meeting and we caught Anke in 

the choir room. Kyle Yeh was 

instrumental in writing a letter 

of recommen-

dation for 

Gavyn and 

Hodur wrote an 

endorsement 

for Anke.  

Cougars Gone Wired 

Team Motto: Do not or do, try there no is. Challenged with 

COVID restrictions on their 

build season and remote only 

events, Coronado Robotics 

Team 2996 is doing! Busy with 

final adjustments for the at-

home FRC Challenges, team 

members have submitted the 

Woodie Flowers Award 

(celebrating effective 

communication in the art and science of engineering and 

design) and the Chairman’s Award (team judged to best 

demonstrate the true meaning of FIRST through measurable 

impact on participants, school, and their community by 

promoting science and technology) essays. The team is 

“pumped”, and are looking forward to showcasing their 

accomplishments this year. Community Outreach is a major 

part of FIRST 

Robotics. To give 

back to those who 

support and 

sponsor them, they 

get involved via 

FIRST presenta-

tions, interactive 

demonstrations, 

volunteer work, 

school participa-

tion, and global 

outreach, which 

allows them to spread FIRST ideas and contribute to the 

community. In fact, while out in the community doing good 

works, they have recruited many new team members. 

In June, team members volunteered with Early Connections 

Learning Centers and helped them pack boxes of food for a 

fundraising event, and in July they moved  furniture to their 

new classrooms at Atlas Prep Elementary School.  In August 

they helped The Salvation Army USA by painting buildings 

over several days. They’re looking to the future and 

participating as a fully functioning competitive team.  
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Scholastic Art Awards 
Since 1923, the Scholastic Art and Writing Awards 

have recognized some of America’s most celebrated 

artists and writers while they were teenagers, 

including: Tschabalala Self, Stephen King, Kay 

Walking Stick, Charles White, Joyce Carol Oates, and 

Andy Warhol. We are proud to count 3 of our 

Coronado artists among these esteemed Scholastic 

Awards alumni! This is truly an honor! These 

students were juried among their peers throughout 
Mabel Starkie Hannah Behm Alexis Rehorst 

the state. All Gold Key recipients will have their work adjudicated for the National exhibition in New York. Congratulations to 

Hannah Behm, Mabel Starkie and Alexis Rehorst on their outstanding work.  

Performing Arts  
Scholarships 
Coronado senior Meghan Lawson, an 

Advanced Acting student, has been 

accepted into several highly 

competitive Performing Arts 

programs including AMDA, Oklahoma 

City University, and Rowan 

University. Oklahoma City University 

has offered her a $24,000 talent 

scholarship and admittance into their acting program while 

Rowan University in NJ has accepted her as a Theatre Major 

with an Acting concentration. Rowan accepts only 12 students 

into their freshman class of over 2000 applicants. Meghan has 

attended 7 am early morning auditions on East Coast 

Saturdays and her hard work is certainly paying off. A round 

of applause! Meghan has appeared in every show since her 

freshman year: Urinetown, 12 Angry Jurors, Seussification of 

Romeo and Juliet, Curious Savage, Cinderella, Don’t Drink the 

Water (unrealized), Who Am I this Time: and other 

conundrums of Love, and her finale, The Cover of Life. 
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Girls Wrestling 
Congratulations Coronado female wrestlers for your D11 

District team WIN at Vista Ridge High School on Thursday, 

January 28. This is the first year CHSAA has opened a 

sanctioned female wrestling team. Coronado junior Candice 

Brickell and freshman Coletta Homick-Montiel recorded 

wins for the D11 team who practice at Doherty. Brickell 

confidently beat the number 2 ranked wrestler in Colorado. 

Homick-Montiel recorded a pin to help the team win the 

meet 43-42! Women's Wrestling is the fastest growing 

college sport. We look forward to their future endeavors. 

Black History Month 
February was Black History Month and Coronado celebrated 

the achievements of and by Black Americans to honor their 

rich culture and history. Student Council sponsored a TED 

Talk-style presentation by Colorado College’s FAC director 

Idris Goodwin. Posters adorned the northeast stairwell 

highlighting 4 Black Americans who made a difference in their 

lifetime: Rosa Parks (an American activist in the Civil Rights 

movement known for her pivotal role in the Montgomery bus 

boycott), Martin Luther King Jr. (an American Baptist minister 

and activist who advanced civil rights through nonviolent 

demonstrations and speeches), Chadwick Boseman (American 

actor who portrayed T’Challa in the Black Panther series and 

starring roles as Jackie Robinson, James Brown and Thurgood 

Marshall), and Amanda Gorman (American poet and activist 

who presented at the January 2021 Presidential 

inauguration). Hope Earls created  these works of art. 

Posters hung in northeast stairwell 
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National Signing Day 
National Letter of Intent signing day is a celebrated event as 

prospective high school athletes commit to playing for 

colleges and universities around the country for the 2021-

2022 school year. Especially an honor this year as many 

institutions have placed a hold on recruiting and offering 

athletic scholarships. Congratulations to the following 

athletes and accolades from their coaches Cristina Leonhard 

(volleyball) and Scott Crosby (diving): 

Makayla Brown – Volleyball – NJCAA 

McCook Community College in McCook, NE 

Makayla was our starting 

right side. Makayla was one 

of the most positive and 

upbeat players in the 

program. Her want and drive 

to please others made her 

an important part of our 

team because she wanted to 

do well for everyone else, 

above her own wants and 

needs. Makayla is the type of teammate that everyone wants 

to play with. She was our leading scorer for aces in serving 

and our number one server for every match. Makayla is not 

only a very skilled player, but also a very smart player. She is 

knowledgeable in all aspects and has a great eye for the 

game. Her passion for volleyball shows in her work ethic. She 

is driven to do what it takes to improve and always wanted to 

leave the gym 3% better than when she came in. Her heart for 

her team was also another important part of the success we 

had. Makayla's hilarious personality and contagious laugh 

could brighten anyone's day. McCook Community College is 

very lucky to have her as part of their program!  

Maycie Rogers – Volleyball – NCAA Division III 

St. Olaf College in Northfield, MN 

Maycie was our starting outside hitter and six- rotation player. 

Maycie truly has a heart of gold and would honestly do just 

about anything for her teammates and coaches. Her quiet 

demeanor fooled so many opponents, and they were shocked 

when Maycie would go up to 

hit. Her powerful swing made 

her attack deadly and her smile 

was infectious to all that played 

with her. When talking or 

playing with Maycie on the 

court, I would always see that 

her teammates felt a genuine 

trust and care from her. Maycie 

is the type of teammate that 

everyone wants to play with. 

She brought joy to her 

teammates and pushed them to 

get better by never holding 

back. Maycie's coachability and 

great attitude never went unnoticed. She was always so 

positive and was a big part of our team's success. St. Olaf 

College is very lucky to have her as part of their program! 

Rachel Scott – Volleyball – NCAA Division III 

Emerson College in Boston, MA 

Rachel was our starting setter. Her work ethic, coachability, 

and tenacity on the court was a coach's dream. She was so 

fun to coach because she was just as competitive as I am, and 

I knew I could really push her. Rachel has a lot of incredible 

qualities about her, but one that I always loved about Ray was 

knowing that when she went 

back to serve, she was going 

to get the job done and done 

really well! Rachel is tough 

and doesn't let many things 

phase her. She always strives 

for perfection and will truly 

go above and beyond for her 

teammates. Rachel is the 

type of teammate that 

everyone wants to play with. 

She is fun, calm, competitive, 

hardworking, but most of all 

she genuinely cares about the success of her teammates 
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what she accomplishes! Dordt University is very lucky to have 

her as part of their program! 

Christen Mayberry – Diving – NCAA Division I 

California Baptist University in Riverside, CA 

Christen is a tireless athlete who, between Coronado and the 

Colorado Springers Dive 

Club, dives 6-7 days a 

week. After looking closely 

at both the United States Air 

Force Academy (USAFA) and 

Cal Baptist, she chose to go 

to the warmer climate and 

plans on majoring in 

Aviation at CBU. Last year 

Coronado did not have a 

dive coach, so she became 

the student-coach by 

default. This year, she 

continues that role, although gladly to a lesser degree, by 

continuing to mentor, coach, and befriend the other divers. In 

the end, Christen is a dedicated ambassador to a sport she’s 

passionate about. 

above her own. She is selfless. Emerson College is very lucky 

to have her as part of their program! 

Stacia Smith – Volleyball - NAIA 

Dordt University in Sioux Center, IA 

Stacia was a starting outside hitter. Stacia is the definition of 

work ethic and was also a 

natural leader, always leading 

her team by example. I always 

knew that I could trust Stacia 

and that I could also ask her to 

do anything. She has a positive 

"yes coach" attitude that was 

great for the younger players to 

see as an example. The amount 

that Stacia grew from the 

season is unbelievable. She was 

hitting shots that I didn't even 

know were possible in 

volleyball. Stacia is so strong and has a serve that is truly 

unstoppable. I got so excited every time Stacia went back to 

serve. Stacia is the type of teammate that everyone wants to 

play with. Her kind and caring heart, yet hard working and 

driven attitude will take her very far and I cannot wait to see 
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